A Lunatic Abducted from the County House and
Sold as a Substitute---Con."” Garvin's Case---Mrs.
Garvin's Adventures.

Mrz. (Garvin is a poor, hard-working woman, who resides
on Fourth street, near Adams street.  Mer husband has been
dead for several years, and she has supported herself and an
only son—a foolish, half-witted chap—Cornelius, or “Con,”
as she calls him, by her own industry. She is well known
to the officers and employees of the different Banks on First
street—having been engaged in cleaning their offices for
several years, “Con,” unable to take care of himself, had
been in the habit some months sinee, of waudoring about
the streets until a late hour in the night, when he would be
taken in charge by the Police, and locked up in the Station
House for safe keeping. Generally, his mother would be in
the Station House, sometimes until two, three and four
o'clock in the morning, awaiting his coming. One day,
“(Con” was met in the street by a reeruiting officer, who, for
the sum of $£2, induced him to don one of Unele SBam’s uni-
forms, and conveyed him to the Albany borracks. One or
two days’ experience, however, convince. the officer that
Con. was poor material for o soldier, and L was aceordingly
“turned loose.” By an advertisement in (he city papers,
signed by Mrs. Garvin, the officer diseov. o0 C0n's residence,
and sent him home—to the great joy of lis yeocuing mother.
Bhe soon after placed him in the Marshall Infirmary (insane
department) for treatment, but after six months he vz dis-
charged as being incurable. He was thereupon placed in
the County House, where Lie remained until about six weeks
since,

And here commences the first of the poor woman's sufllr
ing on her idiot son’s aceount. On the 6Gih of Septomier
last, e was abducted from the County House, tnken to Jew
York, and there sold as a substitute, for the sum of S4040.
Mrs. (3. has just returned from a three weeks' stay in Wash.
ington, Alexandria and New York, in search of her “ poor
Con,"—but withont learning any reliable information e
garding hig whereabouts. But she has the testimony of a
member of the regiment into which he was mnsterad, as to
the truth of the statement regarding his alwloosom and sale
Her story indeed is one of painful interesi. We give fhe
particulars as far as is consistent, for the entire transaetion is
uow in the hands of o Government officer, who will prole
it to the bottom and will make the guilty saffor,

On the 6th of last September, Mrs. orvin learned that
her son had suddenly disappeared frone (e County, House,
Upon inquiring, she was informed by Mr, Keeper Taber that
the boy was miszing, but he was unable to give any infor
mation in regard to the manner of his escape from the | oom-
ises, He had no coat on at the time, as his mether vecoversd
his overcoat in hig apartment.  She mmediaie s abandoned
her home, and commenced a thorough seareh for the waie
derer. She followed the river banks for days, thinking that
he might have been drowned, and that she would recover
his body. :

Being unsueceessful, the idea ocenrred to her that he might
have again fallen into the hands of some vnprineipled re.
cruiting officer, and accordingly she visited Albany for the
parpose of examining the barracks. In Broodway she met
with an officer, to whom she related her story, and her buosi-
ness at the barracks. From him she learned that a Loy an-
gwering to her deseription of Con. had passed throueh Al
bany on his way to Riker's Island as o soldier. Without
waiting for further information she left fur New York, and
from thence procceded to Riker's Island.  Arriving there,
ghe informed the officer commanding, Gen. Jackson, of the
object of her visit. From him she learned that Con. had
been mustered into the Fifty-sccond New York regiment, as
a substitute, only a few dayvs before, and had departed with
the regiment for Alexandria. She remained on the Island
one day and night, searching the different camps and hospi-
tals for some person who could give her further information
regarding Con.  Meeting with no success, she at onee deter-
mined to go to Washington, and iay her case before the
President and Becretary of War. Ghe was advised by Gen.

Jackeom, however, to return to Troy, and procure well an-
thenticated certificates of her son’s lunacy, which would be
alone sufficient to effect his release.  This she did—procuring
cortificates of the desired pature from Mr. Harrison, of tha
Murshall Infirmary, and Dr. James Thorn, both of whom had
known Con.

With an energy that never flagged, she then set out for
Washington, where she arrived on the 15th of October last.
Bhe called upon Judge A B Olin, Captain J. W. Armitage,
and Captain William MeConihe, all of whom gave her letiers
of recommendation to the anthorities. Here we will let her
tell hwer adventures in her own way: “Judge Olin, God
bless him, pave me o fine letther, an’ with it I wint to seo
sould Lineoln.  Whin [ ealled at the front door, a man who
tonld me that he was the President’s SBecretary, asked me
what I wanted. 1 told him me sthory, and he said that jos-
tice must be done you, Mrs. Garvin, Here's a note to the
War Oifice. T thanked him, and then inguired for the War
{Mtice, which 1 soon found., I @ave the man there me note,
and told him me business, but he only humbugged me. 1
again wint to see Lineoln, but eould n't get a peek at him—
och, it's very hard to see the ould fellow! The Secretary
o ve me nnot lher note to the War Office, which made the fil-
low there trate me deeent. Whin 1 told me story—how my
poor crazy Con. had beet sofd from me—he said: ‘' When
you get home, take a pistol and blow the man's brains out,
that sold him U'—an' faith, I'll do it yet! He telegraphed to
Alexandria to know if poor Con, was in the Fifty-second reg-
iment, an’ got an answer saying that hewas not. I thin got
a pass to go to Alexandrin meself, to see after me lad. I
wint there, and found the Colonel of the Fifty-second regi-
ment, who trated me kindly.,  An' I ses, * It's 1 that’s glad to
meet you, Colonel ; do you know anything about a poor
erazy boy of mine, named Con. Garvin, who was sould for a
sojer?  He examined his books for a while, and then he told
miee that Con. was in his regiment as a substitute, but that
om the road from Riker's Island to Washington, one hundred
of Lig men got strayed, and among them was my poor Cond
He gave me this letther

Wasnmxaron, Nov, 2.

I certify that a eareful examination has been made in the
Fifiy-second regiment N. Y. V., but no man found by the namea
of Corneling Garven.  An o« flicial report has been forwarded
by me throngl the proper authorities abont a weelk ago. It is
me belief that the young man has left the trangport of conseripts
amdd anhatitutes on the road 3 and the different Provest Mar-
shuls way be able to find cut his whereabouta,

Respectfully, Parr FRANTZ,
Co'. E2d N. Y. V., Com. 5th Brig.

édyre T had nothing more to do; 8o [ spent thres daya and
three nights i the hospitals and camps of Alexandria, thinking
that T conld fnd some one who eaw Con. I happened to come
across a member of lis rl'glhlll‘llt. who knew bhim well, an’ sura
Yowne [ that was glad to talk wid him, Comn. told him on tha
Inland that lie had been aold for 8400 from the County House,
at Troy, by a wan named ——. connected with the House !
Do g wee ] Hle wad taken out of the coal ehed in the vight
time, withont & coat on him, and taken to New Yok, A’
that's the way they made £100 en wy poor hoy Con. ! Oh, the
rareals ! Az eure pe there’s a God in Heaven, I'ls shoot that
fillow , whe geuld him.”

She remained in Washington three weeks, arriving home on
Tuesday of last wer k.  She examined almost every camp and
hospitals there, but all in sain. Her money wag gone, or she says
she would bave remained longer, but she 18 goirg again aa
AW AR I‘-hi" CHrnE ere, Ehﬂ uFlplEl‘d: t\'l'-l.ﬂﬂ fur a pl'!ill (1) 'thﬂ
front,” bul was refused. It iz seldom that a more etriking evis
denee is afforded of the affection of a mother.

The whele case has been placed in the hands of a Govern-
ment Detee ive by United States Marshal, Troy. The Detee-
tive was in this city last week, looking up evidenee ealeulated
to expose and bring Lo justics the parties implieated in the io-
[stimmian tran=metion.

Iu the meantime, Mre, G. is making preparations for another
| trip o Washington, and slso to the prmies in Virginia. We
| Lope she way be suceessful in ber efforts.




